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Growth Association Celebrates This Year's
Captains Of The Riverbend 

On this Thursday, the RiverBend Growth
Association will celebrate the achieve-
ments of five organizations that signifi-
cantly contributed to the welfare and
economy of the Riverbend.  For the eigh-
teenth year, the RBGA will host its State
of the Riverbend luncheon where it will
award its Captains of the Riverbend hon-
ors to 1st MidAmerica Credit Union, First
Clover Leaf Bank, Lewis & Clark
Community College, Riverbender
Properties and WellSpring Resources.

Nominations for the awards were
reviewed by the Growth Association's
Executive Committee chaired by Larry
Franklin of CNB Bank & Trust and 2011
chairman of the RiverBend Growth
Association's Board of Directors. 

"There are so many wonderful things
happening in the Riverbend, and it's
companies like this year's winners that
are making a difference, both through
investments and improvements and their
dedication and interest in helping the
community," said Monica Bristow, presi-
dent of the RiverBend Growth
Association.  "This event is dedicated to
standing back and taking a look of appre-
ciation for all the good things that are

going on in the Riverbend
which make it a good place
to live, work and do busi-
ness."

More information on the
accomplishments of
these five award winners
is included in this issue's
center spread and will also
be shared at the State of the
Riverbend luncheon.  The annual
event will be held on Thursday, October
27, 2011, at the Commons on the cam-
pus of Lewis & Clark Community
College.  Networking will begin at 11 a.m.
with a buffet lunch following at 11:30 a.m.
The program will begin at 12:15 p.m.
Individual tickets are available for $40.  

Sponsors for this year's event are 1st
MidAmerica Credit Union, Alton
Community Unit School District 11, Alton
Little Theater, Alton Memorial Hospital,
Alton Steel, Ameren, Argosy Alton,
Associated Bank, Beverly Farm,
Carrollton Bank, Clark Properties, CNB
Bank & Trust, ConocoPhillips Wood
River Refinery, Contegra Construction,
Cope Plastics, First Clover Leaf Bank,

Senator William R. Haine, Helmkamp
Construction Company, Illinois American
Water, Lewis & Clark Community
College, Liberty Bank, J. Thomas Long,
Attorney at Law, The Nature Institute,
Regions Morgan Keegan Trust, Rib City
Alton, Riverbender.com, Saint Anthony's
Health Center, Sheppard Morgan &
Schwaab, Southern Illinois Construction
Advancement Program, St. Louis
Regional Airport, The Telegraph,
TheBANK of Edwardsville, the Village of
Godfrey, WBGZ, WellSpring Resources,
and Werts Welding & Tank Services.

For more information, call 618-467-2280
or go online at
www.growthassociation.com.
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Lexie Werner

I have been a part of the management team at Lockhaven Country Club for the last 3 and half years. I have
been a member of the Riverbend Growth Association as an ambassador since I started working at
Lockhaven Country Club.  The Growth Association has helped me meet people of the businesses around
the area.

Before I came to Lockhaven we managed "the family business" Rusty's Restaurant in Edwardsville. Rusty's
was a part of my family for 55 years. My husband Dale and I live in Edwardsville and we have two sons.
Torey works for UPS in Bethalto and Chas writes medical software and lives in Nashville, Tn.

I enjoy the opportunities that my job and the Riverbend Growth Association offer me.  I am proud to be a
part of the Riverbend business community.

Pam Whisler

I have been the Godfrey Village Clerk and Township Clerk for more than 25 years. I have been active in the
Growth Association since 1987, which has allowed me the opportunity to promote the Riverbend Area and
specially the Village of Godfrey. I believe in community excellence, which I have been active in numerous
community organizations.  I have volunteered in various capacities for projects with the Godfrey Women's
Club, the North Alton Godfrey Business Association, Pride, Inc., YWCA, Beverly Farm, Oasis and
Celebration of Christmas.

I have lived in Godfrey since 1977 with my husband David. We have two sons, Matthew and James and
two granddaughters and a new Granddaughter on the way in December.  I am a member of Heartland
Baptist Church.

Denise Wolff

I have served on the Ambassador Committee for about six years now, and I continue to enjoy the opportu-
nities of getting acquainted with many of our community and business leaders, as well as visiting many
interesting locations within our region. In addition to working with the Ambassador Committee, I assist with
a few of the Association's events throughout the year, and served as Board Chair in 2010.

In addition to my work with the Growth Association, I have also been involved with various local charities
and not for profits, including the United Way, Beverly Farm Foundation, the American Cancer Society and
Oasis Women's Center.  The presence of these and other charities go a long way to making the River Bend
the diverse and rich community we all know and love.

I currently serve as a Vice President for First Clover Leaf Bank and manage its 157 Facility in Edwardsville.
I have greatly enjoyed my role at the bank the past eleven years, meeting great people and assisting cus-
tomers with their financial needs. Prior to beginning my career in banking, I worked as a general manager
of a real estate office and as a manager of a real estate title company, both in the Alton-Godfrey area.

My husband Rick and I have called River Bend area home for the last 21 years, the last twelve years being
spent in Godfrey. When not at work you can find us working in our yard, spending time with our family,
friends and great neighbors. We also enjoy traveling a bit too!
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Make conservation a part of your lifestyle.
Using water wisely and saving money are always in season.  To learn 

more about wise water use and how to protect our valuable water 
resources visit www.illinoisamwater.com or call 1-800-422-2782.
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Welcome our newest members to the RiverBend Growth Association
Faccin Chiropractic
Christina Faccin, D.C.
Jacob Funk, D.C.
203 S. 6th Street
Wood River IL 62095
(618) 254-9355
FaccinChiropractic.com
A balanced body is a healthy body. At
Faccin Chiropractic, our goal is to optimize
your health and wellness by balancing
body, mind and spirit.  We offer a full range
of services including chiropractic, acupunc-
ture, nutrition assessment and counseling,
massage, allergy elimination, weight loss
and more.  If you have questions about
what we can do to help you and your fami-
ly achieve optimal wellness, call and speak
to one of our health care professionals at
618-254-9355. Voted Telegraph's "Best of
the Best 2011"

Heneghan, White, Cutting & Rice
Insurance Agency
Joe Heneghan, President
117 S. Washington

Jerseyville IL 62052
(618) 639-2244
www.hwcrins.com
The Heneghan, White, Cutting, & Rice
Insurance Agency originated in 1862 when
the agency was started as the Cutting
Agency to provide fire insurance for fami-
lies and businesses in the Jerseyville area.
Over the last almost 150 years the agency
has expanded and progressed through
several owners including Charles White,
then Steve Rice, and now the agency is
owned by Joe Heneghan. The Heneghan,
White, Cutting, & Rice Insurance Agency
has a full line of insurance products for
auto, home, farm, crop insurance, busi-
ness, commercial, bonds, crime, life,
health, disability, and most any type of
insurance needs. Heneghan, White,
Cutting, & Rice Insurance Agency repre-
sents a great group of companies such as
Madison Mutual, Pekin, Indiana Insurance,
Rockford Mutual, Travelers, MetLife Auto &
Home, Safeco, Grinnell Mutual, Frontier
Mutual, Forreston Mutual, Foremost,

Progressive, Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Illinois, United Health Care, Illinois
Mutual, and many additional companies to
provide great rates and coverage for their
customers. The Heneghan, White, Cutting,
& Rice Insurance Agency has an experi-
enced staff of professionals including Joe
Heneghan, Steve Rice, Kathy Range, Jeff
Miller, Lisa Southerland, Megan Benoist,
and Gert Nevlin that are ready to be of ser-
vice to our customers.

King Air Conditioning & Heating
Karen Edwards, Office Manager
401 Pearl St.
Godfrey, IL 62035
(618) 466-7574
www.kingaircondheating.com
King Air Conditioning & Heating has been
a family owned business for over 35 years.
With quality work and prompt, reliable ser-
vice King Air Conditioning & Heating is a
step above the rest. We charge flat rate
pricing. We specialize in servicing and
installation of residential and small com-

mercial work. We install Bryant air condi-
tioners, furnaces, heat pumps, Generac
stand by generators, Geocomfort geother-
mal, Dunkirk water and steam boilers,
Honeywell indoor air quality products, and
custom sheet metal. We offer duct clean-
ing, maintenance agreements, and free
estimates on new equipment. All of our
techs are Nate and EPA certified.
Professional service all the time…every
time. Check us out on facebook or kingair-
condheating.com.

Mac's Time Out
Mac Lenhardt, Owner
Jodie Stewart
315 Belle Street
Alton, IL 62002
618-465-1006
http://facebook.com/macs.timeout

Mac's Time Out located in downtown Alton
at 315 Belle Street is open 7 days a week
and serves lunch and Dinner.

cont. on page 5



 Credit Union
Formerly Olin Community Credit Union

618-258-3168
www.1stMidAmerica.org

Are your finances ready for a 

edit Union
unity Credit Union

618-258-3168
ww.1stMidAmerica.orgww

REFRESHING
 Cre

erly Olin CommuForme

change?

Free Checking Accounts 
• No Monthly Debit Card Fees

• Free Online Banking & e-Statements

• Free Mobile Banking

• Personalized Photo Debit Cards 

Scan this QR code 

to  nd out more!

Shares federally insured by NCUA. 

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA

Alton • Bethalto • East Alton 

Godfrey • Jerseyville • Wood River

Edwardsville - Coming Soon
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BAH Networking Event Showcases RBGA Nonprofit Members

Thank-you to the hosts of the October 20th
Business After Hours, held at
Riverbender.com Community Center.
Twenty-four RBGA nonprofit members
joined together to showcase their organi-
zations and how they impact the
Riverbend community.

The Business After Hours Hosts were
Alton Area Animal Aid Association, Alton
Educational Foundation, Alton Little
Theater, Alton Marketplace, Arms of Love,
Beverly Farm, Big Brothers Big Sisters,

Boys & Girls Club of Alton, Challenge
Unlimited, Community Hope Center, Girl
Scouts of Southern Illinois, Greater Alton
Concert Association, IMPACT CIL, Jacoby
Arts Center, Madison County Child
Advocacy Center, Mississippi Valley
Regional Blood Center, Oasis Women's
Center, Pride, Riverbend Family Ministries,
Riverbend Head Start & Family Services,
Riverbender.com Community Center,
SCORE, Senior Services Plus, The Nature
Institute, United Way and WellSpring
Resources.

Answer Midwest October 2011 Small Business
of the Month Winner

Amy Schaake of the Edwardsville Intelligencer awards Answer Midwest owner Gary
and Answer Midwest Vice President Jennifer with the October 2011 Small Business
of the Month.

Congratulations to Gary Tedrick and his
staff at Answer Midwest for winning the
RBGA October 2011 Small Business of the
Month award. Answer Midwest is located
at 307 Henry Street, Suite 207, in Alton, IL.

Answer Midwest, in business since 1946,
is a specialized answering service that
serves its clientele 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week. Answer Midwest offers services
such as order taking, appointment man-
agement, reminders, dispatching and
much more. Answer Midwest customizes

their services to your needs.

Any small business member of the RBGA
is eligible to win this monthly award.
Monthly winners enjoy a $3500 promotion-
al package. Call Joell at 467-2280 to nomi-
nate a business of the RBGA for this
award.

Congratulations to Gary and his staff at
Answer Midwest. For more information on
Answer Midwest, call 618-463-9093 or
visit AnswerMidwest.com.

Alton
Educational
Foundation
was one of
the 26 RBGA
non profit
organiza-
tions that
hosted the
October
BAH.

Mississippi
Valley
Regional
Blood Center
was one of
26 RBGA non
profit orga-
nizations
that hosted
the October
BAH.

Thank-you to
Riverbender.com
Community
Center for host-
ing and providing
the location of
the October 2011
Business After
Hours
Networking
event.



Your Hometown Insurance Team 

Supporting

Our

Community

For

Over

130 Years 

(618) 463-3636 

111 East 4th Street 

Alton, IL 

www.millersfirst.com  

Quality

Insurance

Products  

Auto Home 

Renters 

Mobile Homes 

Health Life 

Business 

(618) 463-3010 

1707 Washington Ave. 

Alton, IL 

www.egisure.com 

(618) 463-3741 

310 Easton Street 

Suite 230 

Alton, IL 
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Open at 11am daily except Sundays when they open at
9am for Brunch. Mac's is home to an Off Track Betting
Parlor and a large banquet room for rent. Mac's Beer
Garden is one of the largest in the area.  Become
Friends on Facebook with Mac's to find out daily lunch
and dinner specials and special events and bands. Call
Mac's at 618.465.1006 to schedule your banquet or
party.

Mockingbird Boutique
Kate Bradley
100 W 3rd Street
Alton IL 62002
(618) 462-6772
Mockingbird Boutique opened July 1st in historic down-
town Alton by owners, Kate and her husband Kevin
Bradley.  The boutique carries not only women's fash-
ions but scarves, bags and jewelry and features a spe-
cial jewelry line called Canopy Jewelry handmade by
Godfrey artist Heather Hope.  Mockingbird is excited to
be a part of the businesses in the Riverbend area and is
open 11 am to 6:30 pm Tuesday through Saturdays.
You can also check us out on Facebook and we have a
website at www.mockingbirdboutique.com where you
can also shop. Mockingbird Boutique-"Where your pas-
sion for fashion takes flight." See where it takes you
today!!

New Members from page 3 Women must focus on retirement income
By Karen Wilson, State Farm® Agent

Whether they are the breadwinner in their household or
not, preparing for retirement should be extremely impor-
tant to women. One item of planning that must be consid-
ered is the financial situation of the surviving spouse and
what can be done to prepare for a potential shortfall.

Women survive their spouses more often than men. The
Administration on Aging estimates that seven of 10
women will outlive their husbands1, highlighting the need
for retirement planning even more. Unfortunately, women
are often at a disadvantage when it comes to resources
available for retirement. The average woman spends
nearly 15 years away from the workforce, while the aver-
age man will be away for 1.6 years. This translates into
lower benefits from company pensions, 401(k) plans and
Social Security.

Various estimates indicate expenses after the death of a
husband will be 80 percent of what they had been when
he was alive. Unfortunately, a widow's income may likely

be much less than that. Of all elderly persons with income
below the poverty level, over 70 percent are women.1
More than half were much better off financially before
their husbands died. 

Less time in the workforce may also mean fewer women
qualify for health benefits. This can put an even greater
burden on their retirement income. It is imperative for
women to start saving now for their retirement, which can
be accomplished through several savings vehicles. It is
equally important to protect your nest egg through ade-
quate life insurance coverage and insurance options
should your health care needs change. Adequate plan-
ning for retirement and surviving a spouse can be a
deciding factor in living comfortably. 

Taking the time to examine household finances and plan-
ning carefully will help to ensure there are adequate
means of support for either spouse during the golden
years. Talk to a qualified individual about your retirement
needs to prepare for and enjoy a comfortable retirement.
'Older Women,' Administration On Aging, 2000
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Captain of the Riverbend Awards to be presented at

1st
MidAmerica
Credit Union

Community Involvement

1st MidAmerica Credit Union is dedicated to serv-
ing the communities where their members live and
work. They have developed various programs to
raise funds and support area organizations to tune
of cash donations of $45,000 this past year. They
encourage their employees to be actively involved
in the Riverbend and you'll find their employees
walking in parades, teaching financial literacy in
area classrooms, bowling with kids, and much
more! Through donations and sponsorships, they
support not-for-profit organizations, neighboring
businesses and local residents.

Representatives of the credit union are involved
with Kiwanis, Rotary, Boys & Girls Clubs, The
American Red Cross, Boy Scouts, YWCA and of
course, the RiverBend Growth Association.
Employee participation is encouraged through a
reward and recognition program called Community
Commitment.  Employees earn points throughout
the year for participating and volunteering for orga-
nizations.  They can earn a donation for the charity
of their choice in their name and earn time off.

They sponsor events and organize a charity golf
tournament each year.  They raised $10,000 for
Riverbend Head Start in their last tournament.
They encourage employees to contribute to the
local United Way campaign, reaching a $7,000
contribution from employees.  Branches have been
utilized for blood drives, flu vaccination clinics,
shred events and food drives.  When there's a
charitable event in the Riverbend, you'll find 1st
MidAmerica involved.

First Clover
Leaf Bank

Community Involvement

First Clover Leaf Bank has been a member of the
local community since 1889. They supported the
area making loans to the early settlers and are a
full-service community bank that is locally owned
and managed, offering an extensive line of retail
and commercial products.

Their commitment to the communities they serve
is woven into everything they do and every deci-
sion they make. First Clover Leaf Bank has an
expanded range of products and services to offer.

First Clover Leaf promotes its Green Team to its
employees.  This group is comprised of bank
employees and their family members who donate
their time and talents to worthwhile projects,
fundraisers, charitable causes, and community
events throughout the year. The Green Team
sponsors an average of twenty-five events per
year, ranging from food drives for the local food
pantries to organizing teams to participate in
Relay for Life. Each and every event supports the
communities where they live and work. First
Clover Leaf Bank has given more than $64,000 to
area organizations from school clubs, churches,
police departments, Rotary Clubs, and the local
chapters of National organizations such as the
American Red Cross and the Boys & Girls Clubs.
You'll find their employees chairing events and
serving on the Board of Directors for many of
these organizations. 

Lewis and
Clark

Community
College

Government & Public
Enhancement

Lewis and Clark Community College is a two-year
higher education institution with multiple campuses,
a river research center, Community Education
Centers and training centers located throughout the
220,891-person college district, which reaches into
seven counties.

The college was founded in 1970 and began with
450 students and today serves more than 26,000
students annually. Now a national and state award
winning standout among Illinois community colleges,
L&C has achieved 16 consecutive years of enroll-
ment growth, a 70 percent increase in credit students
and the longest continuous growth trend in the state.

Lewis and Clark employs more than 575 employees
and adds $248 million in regional income annually,
which represents nearly 4 percent of the regional
economy. LCCC recently studied their economic
impact on the community.  Results showed that for
every dollar students invest in LCCC, they receive a
cumulative $6.00 in higher future income over the
course of their working careers; that Illinois benefits
from improved health and reduced welfare, unem-
ployment, and crime, saving the public some $1.9
million per year and that taxpayers see a rate of
return of 6.0% of their investment in LCCC.

Lewis & Clark has undertaken many projects to
enhance the campus and its students' experiences.
The most recent project is the renovation of the
Hatheway Cultural Center. Originally dedicated on
October 18th, 1963, the building was re-dedicated on
the 48th anniversary of that original dedication.  The
$12 million project utilized area contractors, vendors
and suppliers, further expanding its economic impact
on the entire community.



State of the Riverbend Luncheon

Riverbender
Properties, LLC

Economic Enhancement

Riverbender Properties, LLC was formed to renovate
and manage the largest multi-tenant office building in
Downtown Alton.  This historic, iconic building serves
a vital role in shaping the downtown district.  When
the struggling building was purchased from the
FDIC, there were just six businesses left there.
There are now 26 businesses that consider this their
home and they are working hard to renovate and fill
the remaining space.

Among the tenants, the most well known are
Riverbender.com and the new Riverbender.com
Community Center.  Riverbender.com is an online
community portal website that is designed to encour-
age local buying, aid small business, increase
awareness and communication for non-profits, and
shine a positive spotlight on the good things happen-
ing and the assets of the Riverbend region.

The Riverbender.com Community Center is a 15,000
square foot entertainment and educational facility
designed primarily for teens in the community.  This
non-profit organization has engaged business
involvement and volunteerism to make a very posi-
tive impact on the youth and the future of our com-
munity.

Other tenants include lawyers, counselors, finance
managers, a construction company and two non-
profit organizations.

WellSpring
Resources

Economic Enhancement

WellSpring Resources began in 1959 as a county
funded mental health service in Alton, Illinois and has
grown to three facilities serving four counties in Metro
St. Louis Area. Formerly known as Community
Counseling Center of Northern Madison County, a
name change and new headquarters building neces-
sitated a name change in 2011.

WellSpring serves more than 3,000 adults, children,
couples and families each year and is nationally rec-
ognized as a leader in recovery.  Recovery is a way
of living a satisfying, hopeful and contributing life.
The new headquarters building is the realization of
effort by Madison County, the National Development
Council, and WellSpring Resources.  It was devel-
oped with innovative financing and tool collaboration
between multiple entities to achieve.  The City of
Alton worked with WellSpring to approve the site and
secure zoning.  Architectural plans were created by
Hurford Architects, and Contegra Construction was
selected to build the project.

The new facility is a three-story, 36,000 sq. ft. fully-
accessible facility with 100 parking spaces.  The $7.4
million in capital funding was achieved through New
Markets Tax Credits, and a brand new State of Illinois
companion program to the New Markets through the
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity.

Through partnerships with US Bank Community
Development Corporation, Madison County
Government, the National Development Council's
HEDC new Markets, and WellSpring, $2.5 million in
private investment was leveraged into community
development. WellSpring invested $2.5 million of its
own equity in the building, and Madison County
Government supported a HUD 108 loan for $2.5 mil-
lion.  At the end of the seven year tax credit period,
WellSpring will have a loan obligation of only $2.5
million.

Support River Bend Development ... Join the Growth Association Today!

Wine Tasting 
& Restaurant 

Sampling 
To Be Held 

November 10, 2011

The RiverBend Growth Association will hold its
third Grapes for Growth event on Thursday,
November 10, 2010 at the newly renovated
Hatheway Cultural Center on the campus of
Lewis & Clark Community College.  The wine
tasting event will take place from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. and will feature nearly 100 wines from
Koerner Distributor, Inc. and beer tasting from
Robert "Chick" Fritz Distribution and
Donnewald Distributing.  Food samples will be
provided by a selection of the area's finest
restaurants, including Bella Milano, Franco's at
Holiday Inn, Gentelin's On Broadway, Godfrey
Meat Market, Grafton Winery & Brewhaus,
Chef Gabe of LCCC, Lockhaven Country Club,
Rib City, Tony's North and Tony's Restaurant.

Each of the participating restaurants will be
offering some of their specialties and promoting
their venues and menus for Holiday parties.

Tickets to Grapes for Growth are $25 in
advance and $30 at the door. All ticket pro-
ceeds will help fund the many economic devel-
opment programs and initiatives undertaken by
the RiverBend Growth Association. Participants
may purchase tickets by calling the RiverBend
Growth Association at (618) 467-2280 or visit-
ing www.growthassociation.com.
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What do you need to help market your
business, keeping your products or ser-
vices "top of mind"?  Name recognition,
visibility, and publicity - and you can
achieve these goals with the help and
expertise of Therese Kuddes of Kuddes
Advertising Specialties.

Therese brings fresh ideas and creativity
to you, at your convenience and on your
schedule. An active RBGA member,
Therese is a local business owner herself,
offering her customers close personal
attention and great customer service.  She
goes all-out to make sure your order is
handled correctly and delivered on time.

Kuddes Advertising Specialties, now in its
27th year, takes your order from start to
finish with guaranteed satisfaction.

And the possibilities are endless - from ink
pens to custom-made corporate jackets.
Get YOUR company name recognized

and keep it visible, do it worry-free, and at
prices you can afford - call Therese today
at 618.467.5080.

“Since 1974”  That says it all!
Certified Technicians

3444 E. Broadway, Alton • 465-7006
14 Schiber Court Maryville, IL • 288-7272

AndysAutobody@piasanet.com

Hours: M-F  7:30 - 5:30 • Sat.  8-12 noon
W I N N E R
SMALL BUSINESS
OF THE MONTH

Andy’sAndy’s
AUTO BODY & CAR CARE

     of Alton & Maryville

Est. 1974

Proud member of the 
Growth Association and 

Proud to help our
community!!

Mark Anderson
Owner

Become a friend on facebook...
Andy’s Auto Body & 

Andy’s Car Care!

Support The River Bend ... Buy Locally
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President’s Report - Monica Bristow

Our formal mis-
sion statement is
to provide leader-
ship required to
attract, promote
and support new
and existing
enterprise growth
throughout the
Riverbend com-
munity. What that
means is that we

work for you-our members.

We work to set up networking events so
that our members can meet, connect and
get new clients and customers for their
business-and we do a good job. Just this
week, we held a speed networking exer-
cise at our Breakfast Connections and
heard testimonies from most of the atten-
dees that they got something out of their
experience. We spend a lot of time plan-
ning and setting up these events so that

they are worthwhile for our members.

Our members are the best companies in
the Riverbend. Studies show that people
place more trust in a business when they
are members of the local Chamber of
Commerce.  We always encourage our
members to get involved and attend our
events so that they get more exposure and
have more networking opportunities, but
just being a member ranks you higher in
the general public's eyes.

Other benefits and exposure include publi-
cation in our membership directory that is
distributed through the Telegraph and we'll
link your website from our website. We're
on Facebook now, so we'll share your
Business's Facebook status so that our
friends know about you too!

Come join the best business organization
in the Riverbend, and elevate your busi-
ness to the next level!

Kuddes Advertising Specialties Is Your Key to
Successful Marketing

Therese serves as a co-chair on the
RBGA Ambassador Committee,
Promotions Committee, and as vice
chair of Your Referral Source.

Getting to Know Sharepoint
Need a better way to enhance the communication and 
productivity of work groups in your organization? This web-based 
technology aids businesses in the coordination of team projects, helps 
manage work ow and maintains document control from anywhere in 
the world. Come explore what it can do for you!

Wednesday, November 16, Godfrey

Class size limited. Call today to enroll! 618.468.5740

It’s what you know.
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SMALL BUSINESS OF THE
MONTH WINNERS

RRiisstteerr''ss  AAuuttoommoottiivvee  &&  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonnss
January 2011

FFrreeeerr  AAuuttoo  BBooddyy
February 2011

HHeenneegghhaann  &&  AAssssoocciiaatteess
March 2011

MMiiddwweesstt  OOccccuuppaattiioonnaall  MMeeddiicciinnee
April 2011

The Goddard School Celebrates with an  
Open House

The Goddard School, located at 801
Arbor Vitae in Edwardsville, celebrated
with an open house to promote their facili-
ty and services on Wednesday, October
19th.

The Goddard School is an educational
facility focusing on ages 6 weeks through
6 years.  Their early childhood education
program provides a nurturing environment

where each child makes healthy choices,
independently explores an awareness of
the world and develops social skills while
interacting with others.  The result of this
experience is a confident learner who is
ready for school!

For more information on The Goddard
School, call 618-692-9464 or visit
www.goddardschool.com.

Barbara Burrows from the
Goddard School cuts the
ceremonial ribbon as her
staff and RBGA members
join in on the celebration:
Janae and Gary from 1st
MidAmerica Credit Union,
President of the RBGA
Monica Bristow, Donna from
Southern Illinois Real Estate
Title Center and Anne from
Beverly Farm.

Family and friends supported Dr.
Andrea Mangi on her grand open-
ing celebration:  Karen from
TheBANK of Edwardsville, Eric
from Regions Bank, Janae from
1st MidAmerica Credit Union,
Sarah from Alton Square Mall,
President of the RBGA Monica
Bristow, Laura from The
Telegraph, Emily from Dr. Mangi's
office and Dr. Andrea's parents
Kathy and Terry.

Mangi Chiropractic & Acupuncture Celebrates
Grand Opening

Dr. Andrea Mangi celebrated with a ribbon
cutting celebration on Thursday, October
6th at her location of 133 E. St. Louis
Avenue in East Alton, to showcase her
practice.

Along with chiropractic and acupuncture
care, Mangi Chiropractic & Acupuncture
also offers services pertaining to hair analy-

sis, dietary supplements, rehabilitation and
massage therapy.

Dr. Andrea Mangi is also available to speak
as a guest lecturer at events.  

To learn more about Mangi Chiropractic &
Acupuncture, call 618-259-8000 or visit
www.drmangi.com.



www.raifortproperties.com •  (618) 656-0658

Raifort Commerce Park-Roxana, Illinois
• Prime Metro-East Illinois Locations
• Accessible & Affordable

• Large & Small Tracts Available
• Commercial & Industrial Zoning

Looking for a great business location in a fast growing industrial 
area? Build near the ConocoPhillips CORE project at

Support The River Bend ... Buy Locally
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Referrals…Find Out How Effective They Are!
Are you an expert at giving refer-
rals?  Have you ever had a good
referral?  Have you had a bad
referral?  Attend the monthly net-
working event with the RBGA,
Total Networking Luncheon, on
Wednesday, November 16 at
Julia's Banquet Center from
11:30am-1pm and find out how
referrals can increase your busi-
ness.

Brad Sharp, Vice
President/Program Manager for
TheBANK of Edwardsville

Investment Services, will educate
attendees on the subject of refer-
rals.  Along with the presentation
from Mr. Sharp, attendees at the
Total Networking Luncheon will
enjoy a delicious lunch from Julia's
Banquet Center and endless net-
working opportunities.  Bring your
business cards and information on
your upcoming events.

RSVP to receptionist@growthas-
sociation.com or call 618-467-
2280 to reserve your spot at the
Total Networking Luncheon!

www.GrowthAssociation.com

September BAH at Catdaddy's 
Thank-you to the September 2011 Business After Hosts for hosting the monthly net-
working event:  Catdaddy's, Castelli's Restaurant at 255, Donnewald Distributing
and Wirtz Distributing.  Mark, owner of Catdaddy's, was proud to showcase his facili-
ty as it marked his 25 years in the business!

Castelli's Restaurant at
255, Catdaddy's,
Donnewald Distributing
and Wirtz Distributing
hosted the 9/29/11
Business After Hours
networking event at
Catdaddy's.

Alton Mayor
Hoechst read a

proclamation in
honor of

Catdaddy's 25 years
in business.

RISTER S
automotive

and
transmissions
465-5591

• Emissions/Check Engine

• Brakes

• Shocks/Struts

• Cooling Systems

• Oil Change

• Every car gets FREE 50 pt.

     inspection

• We specialize in complete vehicle

     maintenance and repair

• Emissions/Check Engine • Every car gets FREE 50 pt

DID YOU KNOW WE REPAIR?DID YOU KNOW WE REPAIR?

1322 Milton Rd, Alton
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SMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTH WINNERS

WWhhiittee  BBiirrcchh
May 2011

WWooooddmmaann  CCoolllliissiioonn  CCeenntteerr
June 2011

IImmaaggiinngg  CCeenntteerr  ooff  AAllttoonn
July 2011

QQuuiizznnooss  AAllttoonn  CCoorrnneerrss
August 2011

PPrrooggrreessssiivvee  FFiittnneessss  &&  HHeeaalltthh
September 2011

Spend in the Riverbend event successful

● 1st MidAmerica Credit Union
● Addiction Treatment Strategies
● Alton Little Theater, Inc.
● Alton Regional Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
● Alton Securities Group, Inc.
● American Water
● Answer Midwest
● Argosy Alton
● Backyard Dreams
● Bella Milano
● Beverly Farm
● C.J. Schlosser & Co., L.L.C.
● Chef Bob's Catering
● CNB Bank & Trust, N.A.
● Cope Plastics, Inc.
● COUNTRY(R) Financial - 

Jeffrey Lauritzen
● Crown Vision Center
● D&R Energy Services
● Donnewald Distributing Company
● East Alton Ice Arena
● Edwardsville Intelligencer
● First Clover Leaf Bank
● Genesis Financial
● Grafton Winery & Brewhaus
● Healing Touch Wellness Center
● Helmkamp Construction Co.
● Holiday Inn Alton
● Imaging Center of Alton
● Jacoby Arts Center
● King Air Conditioning & Heating
● Kuddes Advertising Specialties
● Law Office of Kathy Smith
● Lewis & Clark Community College
● Corporate and Community Learning

● Liberty Bank
● Lockhaven Country Club
● LogoIt @ Langa
● Mississippi Valley Regional Blood

Center
● Quiznos Alton Corners
● Raging Rivers Water Park, Inc.
● Raifort Commerce Park
● Rib City
● Riverbender.com
● Robert "Chick" Fritz, Inc.
● Royal Office Products
● Safety Partners
● Saint Anthony's Health Center
● Saint Anthony's Physician Group
● Saint Clare's Villa
● Schafer Chiropractic
● Scheffel & Company
● Scott Credit Union
● Senior Services Plus
● Sheppard Morgan & Schwaab Inc.
● State Farm Representative 

Karen Wilson
● St. Peters Hardware & Rental, Inc.
● The Telegraph
● Telsar Computer & LAN Services
● TheBANK of Edwardsville
● Today's AdVantage
● Triangle H Farm
● U.S. Cellular
● United Methodist Village
● WBGZ
● Werts Welding & Tank Service
● White Birch
● Williams Office Products

Thank you to the RBGA Members
who donated gift certificates or
items for the grand prize at the
Spend in the Riverbend event held
earlier this month.  Nearly 300 peo-
ple attended the event and visited
with a variety of businesses and organizations from the Riverbend
community.  The lucky attendee and winner of the Grand Prize was
Keely Zimmerman and she was thrilled to be able to "Spend in the
Riverbend."

What is the RiverBend  
Growth Association?

The RiverBend Growth Association 

is comprised of members from 

business, labor, government and 

education working together to improve 

the quality of life and employment 

opportunities for the people of the 

Riverbend.

The Growth Association is the unified 

voice for the Riverbend area. It is a 

regional organization than functions as 

an economic development agency and 

chamber of commerce.

We invite you to become a part of 

this growing organization.

Membership Application

Please be accurate and complete. Please 

print legibly. This information about your 

company or organization will be used in 

Growth Association publications. Please 

fax to 618-466-8289. You will be contacted 

regarding your membership dues, which are 

based on type of business.

Name of Business __________________________

Address __________________________________

City State Zip ______________________________

Company Representative ____________________

Title _____________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Fax ______________________________________

Number of employees in location ______________

Brief description of your products or service

_________________________________________

Email address _____________________________

Website __________________________________

Serving Business, Encouraging Growth in Southwestern Illinois

RiverBend
G R O W T H  A S S O C I AT I O N



open for business
...your business

For additional information, contact the
St. Louis Regional Airport authority at 1.888.562.9950

Check out our:
• Convenient location
• Intermodal accessibility
• 600-acre business park
• Low tax structure
• More than 35 business park “neighbors”
• FAA certifi cation and safety standards

• Web site at stlouisregional.com

2615 Edwards Street |  Alton, IL  | (618) 462-2331 | www.wellspringresources.co

WellSpring Resources 
provides the following services 
to our community...

Counseling Services
24-Hour Crisis Services

Psychiatric Services
Child/Family Services

DUI/Substance Abuse Services

WellSpring Resources is proud to be a 
2011 Captain of the Riverbend Award recipient
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